
COSAC
CACHE OPEN SPACEADVISORYCOMMITTEE

PUBLICNOTICE is hereby given that the CacheOpen Space Advisory Committee will hold a
REGULARMEETING at 3:30 p.m. in the Cache County Historic Courthouse Council Chambers,
199NorthMain Street, Logan, Utah 84321,MONDAY, April 1, 2024.

Agenda
1. Welcome, Introductions
2. Approval of agenda/minutes
3. First Round Application:Discussion and Consideration of an Open Space

Application for Elkhorn Ranch Phase 2, containing parcels 03-004-002,
03-002-0012,03-001-0019, 03-001-0014, 03-003-0003, 03-004-001, and
03-002-0010 located at 2400 S HWY 165 Nibley in Millville and unincorporated
county. Applicant Joe Fuhriman, Agent Bear River Land Conservancy

4. First Round Application: Discussion and Consideration of an Open Space
Application for Cooper Open Space, containing parcels 10-041-001,
10-016-0012, 10-055-003. Located between 200 E and US 89/91 and around 600
S Wellsville, and located about half mile west of the south end of 4000 W in
unincorporated county. Applicant Clair Cooper.

5. Gateway Category-Immediate Views and Parcels
6. County Council Update (If any)

Next Meeting Agenda

Notes

Meeting Schedule
Next regular meeting is scheduled forMay 6, 2024 at 3:30 pm.
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Present: Stephen Nelson, Angie Zetterquist, Chris Sands, Kendra Penry, Clair Ellis, Reagan Wheeler,
Kathryn Beus, Justin Clawson, Emily Fletcher, Megan Izatt

Start Time: 03:32:00

#1 Welcome, Introductions

Sands welcomed everyone.

#2 Approval of Agenda/Minutes

Agenda and Minutes approved with no object.

03:33:00

#3 Pre-Application

Nelson reviewed the County’s GIS map for Mr. Fuhriman’s property and his application for a
conservation easement.

Staff and Committee discussed the existing easement on the south end of the property for the Stoke’s
Nature Center and the total acreage of the easement application.

Mat Coombs spoke on behalf of Mr. Joe Fuhriman and works for the Bear River Land Conservancy
Project. He gave an overview of the conservation easement and is working on applying for funds from
LeRay McAllister and the NRCS as well. He explained why they are excluding the home and agricultural
buildings and not including the trail in the conservation easement.

Ellis asked about excluding the river front property from the easement.

Mr. Coombs responded that is banks of rivers tend to be treated as unknown ownership based on how the
waterway is designated.

Ellis asked about ownership of the land around the riverbank.

Nelson responded that staff would need to look at the legal description for the land to see why it has been
pulled out.

Mr. Coombs explained that Mr. Fuhriman owns land on both sides of the stream.

Ellis asked if the easement would follow the deed of the land.

Mr. Coombs responded that the boundary is usually defined in the deed of easement.

Sands asked about expectations for other funding.

Mr. Coombs responded that they are seeking funds from the LeRay McAllister program and the NRCS.

Sands asked what amount they are asking for.
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Mr. Coombs responded possibly asking for 25% of the easement price from this group and 50% from the
NRCS and 25% from LeRay McAllister.

Ellis asked about the timeline from the other entities.

Mr. Coombs responded he is not sure on the timeline for LeRay McAllister and the NRCS applications
typically need to be in by September or October. There is another partnership with the NRCS, that if this
project qualifies, they can apply for at any time.

Ellis asked about wait time to hear back on applications.

Mr. Coombs responded for NRCS typically in January and unknown for LeRay McAllister.

Ellis asked if the County chooses not to participate in the easement, would they still apply to the other
entities.

Mr. Coombs responded they would still try for the easement with the other entities but they would have a
stronger application with Cache County’s participation.

Nelson showed the Committee the traffic counts for the area of the applied for easement.

Clawson asked about development adjacent to the property.

Mr. Coombs responded all property around this that is not in an easement is under development.

Nelson informed the Committee that the County and UDOT are looking into doing a corridor study and
an economic development study for the area and reviewed the surrounding municipalities general plans
for the property in the area.

Mr. Coombs commented on the development pressure of the area.

Ellis asked about if the property would remain viable as agriculture in the long term.

Mr. Coombs responded he is not an ag expert but feels like it could still viable and that the land is
currently used for raising cattle.

Clawson commented on the land owned by USU and how the USDA leases it and is currently using it for
a grassland study.

Sands commented on evaluating the project on its land and resource merits and how dollar amounts will
come in the second round and asked about an appraisal.

Mr. Coombs responded they have past appraisals but getting a current appraisal is expensive and
difficult and if done now could be problematic with applying for NRCS funding. They do have plan to
have it appraised at a later point in the process.

Sands asked about the appraisal and funding being conditional on the completion of an appraisal.

04 March 2024 Cache Open Space Advisory Committee Page 3 of 7



DR
AF
T

Mr. Coombs responded that the NRCS percentage is usually conditional on the appraisal being
completed.

Sands commented on the timeline for easements.

Mr. Coombs responded most easement projects take about 2 years but can take as long as 5 years.

Staff and Committee discussed a visit to property

Wheeler asked Mr. Fuhriman how the old easement has worked out.

Mr. Fuhriman responded favorable and that if there had been enough funds, he would have done all of
his land at that time.

Wheeler asked if Mr. Fuhriman ever regretted the easement.

Mr. Fuhriman responded no.

Mr. Coombs commented that the existing easement is held by the State Department of Agriculture and
Food and they would most likely co-hold this easement also.

Ellis asked about the application process.

Mr. Coombs responded that so far, it’s been straight forward and asked what the timeline from this
committee looks like for a decision.

Sands responded there is potential of a recommendation in the next two meetings.

Beus explained the timeline for the County Council’s agenda.

Ellis asked about the trail and if it was non-negotiable.

Mr. Coombs responded that at this time the landowner is not interested because he feels it is a conflict
with the current agricultural operation. If there is the potential to leave the option in for a future decision,
the landowner would be amenable to discussing that.

Sands responded that it would be important to know the location of the trail.

Nelson explained the current trail system and gave an overview of what is being looked at.

Staff and Committee discussed providing a possible overview of what the area could look like in the
future with the easement.

Joe Fuhriman commented on the trail system on the river, keeping the river clean from debris, flooding
in the area, moving cattle, and agricultural uses conflicting with the trail.

Ellis asked about the current use of the land.
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Mr. Fuhriman commented the land is currently seeded for grass and alfalfa and they cut and bale the
hay.

Ellis asked if the number of acres is viable for long term agricultural use.

Mr. Fuhriman responded it is.

Beus asked how many head of cattle he runs there now.

Mr. Fuhriman responded 150 with the potential for 200 head.

Wheeler asked about flood irrigation.

Mr. Fuhriman responded they flood and sprinkle and have rights to a spring also.

Wheeler asked what cities the property is in.

Nelson responded that at least two of the parcels are in Millville.

Mr. Fuhriman responded about 50% is in the unincorporated area of the County.

Ellis asked if there was any land to the south that would not be incorporated in the easement.

Mr. Fuhriman explained that the easement would incorporate all his land in this area.

Nelson gave an overview of the Godfrey application.

Staff and Committee discussed the 20.5 acres, the canal, current zoning in North Logan, and the current
use of the land.

Marie Godfrey gave a description of property, explained the location sitting between Logan Canyon and
Green Canyon, how it’s been a one family farm for 80 years, and the current use for growing alfalfa.

Don Godfrey explained that this is the last open space in the area, some of the historic value of the land,
and asked about the trail plan for the area.

Nelson explained what the current master plan has for a trail in the area.

Mr. Godfrey commented on the habitat for local wildlife.

Nelson commented on the trail that should be adjacent to this property.

Mr. Godfrey explained their support for a trail.

Sands asked about a trail going through this property.

Mr. Godfrey stated they would be supportive.

Mrs. Godfrey gave a brief historic overview of the property, the community involvement of the farm,
and the hope to keep it in agricultural production.
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Ellis asked about how it’s used currently.

Mrs. Godfrey responded the land is leased for farming.

Sands asked bout the house currently on the property.

Mrs. Godfrey responded a family member bought and restored the house.

Sands asked if the house would be in the easement.

Mrs. Godfrey responded no.

Nelson reviewed the road way data the local CMPO has on file.

Ellis asked about irrigation.

Mrs. Godfrey responded that irrigation is used.

Ellis asked if the person leasing the land owned the equipment.

Mrs. Godfrey answered yes.

Ellis asked about long-term feasibility for agriculture on the property.

Mrs. Godfrey answered that if the person leasing the land decided not to continue, they would either find
someone else or work with USU to keep the property as agriculture.

Sands asked if the intent would be to make a formal application.

Mrs. Godfrey responded yes.

Sands asked if they were working with other conservancy groups.

Mr. Godfrey responded currently no and asked or a list of recommendations.

Sands explained the benefit of having a partner.

Mr. Godfrey asked what percentage of funds the County is willing to give to a project like theirs.

Sands responded it is a case-by-case basis but the County would like to leverage the funds to go as far as
possible but a 25% match from a local entity would be normal.

Wheeler suggested that Mr. and Mrs. Godfrey talk with North Logan City.

04:55:00

#4 Gateway Category – Immediate Views and Parcels
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Nelson informed the Committee that the GIS staff did create a tool for him to use on the GIS maps but it
was only finished Friday so he hasn’t been able to do a real in-depth study. He did review the gateway
property values in the different areas that the Committee has designated as a gateway.

Staff and Committee discussed actively spreading the word of the program to the people in the gateway
areas.

05:03:00

#5 County Council Update

No update.

Next Meeting Agenda

There should be an official meeting with the Fuhriman property and also a meeting for a site visit.

05:05:00

Adjourned
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CacheOpen Space Advisory Committee (COSAC) -
Open Space Funding Application

For screening of projects requesting bond funding from Cache

County.

Section A: Required Criteria

The property(s) is in Cache County.Select one

The landowner is willing. The property owner should be engaged in theSelect one

conservation of the property and willing to enter into good faith negotiations with the County.

Property(s) has a clear title. The appropriate title and ownership are free ofSelect one

disputes or other conflicts.

*If you answered no to any of these questions your application is ineligible.*

Are you aware of any legal disputes or conflicts relating to the property or proposed project? If

yes, please describe. Select one

Parcel number(s): _______________________

Total acres: ___________

Acres proposed to be preserved by conservation easement: ______________

Acres proposed to be preserved by ownership transfer (fee title): _ ___________

If not the entire parcel(s), provide a map of the proposed project.

Section C: Applicant Information
Property Owner(s): _______________________________

Address : ____________________________ City: ____________ State: ___ Zip: _____

Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________

Contact person/ Authorized Agent (if other than property owner): ________________________

Title / position: ______________________________________

Address : ____________________________ City: ____________ State: ___ Zip:_____

Phone: ___________________ Email: ______________________________

I authorize this agent as my legal contact person

Agent relationship to project, check all that apply:

Municipality

Land Trust

501c3

Other, describe

_________________________________

1

Yes

Yes

Yes

Section B: Property Information
Project Name: Elkhorn Ranch Phase 2______________________________________ 

Address or location: __________________________________ 
Municipality or nearest city: Nibley/Millville

03-001-0019, 03-001-0014,03-003-0003,03-002-001,03-004-0001,03-002-0012,03-004-0002,03-004-0009

115 +/- 5
115 +/- 5

_0
See Figure 1 Attached

x

x

Gabriel Murray
Executive Director - Bear River Land Conservancy

P.O. Box 4565 Logan Ut 84323
907-953-2575 gabriel@bearriverlandconservancy.org

Joe Fuhriman
2400 S HWY 165 Nibley Ut 84321

435-770-0099 jhf.ranch@gmail.com

Approximately 2400 S HWY 165 Nibley Ut 84321

No



CacheOpen Space Advisory Committee (COSAC) -
Open Space Funding Application

For screening of projects requesting bond funding from Cache

County.

Section D: Additional Information - Please answer the following questions on a separate page.

1. Please describe past, present, and future uses of the property.

2. Are you aware of any toxic or hazardous materials on the property? If yes,Select one

please explain.

3. Is the property subject to any DEQ or EPA restrictions? If yes, pleaseSelect one

explain.

4. What benefits will the public receive as a result of the proposed transaction. Select all that

apply:

Protects scenic vistas

Preserves open lands near valley gateways

Adds trails and trail connectivity

Maintains agriculture

Maintains waterways

Maintains wildlife habitat

Other: ___________________________________

5. Are you proposing to open any portion of the property to public access? Select one

Please explain.

6. Are you working with other organizations or agencies that may provide professional

assistance or potential funding sources (such as NRCS, Bear River Land Conservancy, Utah

Open Lands, Fish and Wildlife, UDAF LeRay McAllister)? If yes, please provide details.

2

Additional contacts:

Name: ________________________ Phone: _______________________ Email: ____________________________________

Name: ________________________ Phone: _______________________ Email: ____________________________________

If you are working with a land trust, please list name here: ____________________________________________

Section D: Additional Information - Please answer the following questions on a separate page.

Kristin Howell 307-413-5270 howell.28@hotmail.com
Matt Coombs 435-466-0084 mccombs@sagebrushlandtrust.org

Bear River Land Conservancy





COSAC Open Space Funding Application 

Section D: Additional Information 

1. Please describe past, present, and future uses of the property.  

The present-day property was part of the original settlement of 1855 in Cache Valley.  

The Fuhriman family purchased the property in 1944 and presently manage an 

agricultural Cow/Calf livestock operation. In 2003 the family placed the property under 

agricultural protection and in 2004, the family placed approximately 59 acres under an 

agricultural conservation easement. This project intends to expand upon the original 

easement and ensure the long-term viability of the agricultural operation into the future.  

2. Are you aware of any toxic or hazardous materials on the property? 

There are no known toxic or hazardous materials on the property. As part of a past 

project an environmental clearance report was undertaken on most of the proposed 

property and did not reveal any toxic or hazardous materials.  

3. Is the property subject to any DEQ or EPA restrictions?  

No known DEQ or EPA restrictions exist on the property.  

4. What benefits will the public receive as a result of the proposed transaction?  

 

a. Protection of Scenic Vistas: 

i. As Cache County continues to develop, scenic vistas and open spaces are 

rapidly disappearing. This property maintains frontage along a major 

corridor (State Highway 165) and provides vistas of farmlands, rivers, and 

wet meadows. These scenic values are unique and the very reason many 

folks call Cache County home.   

 

b. Maintains agriculture: 

i. The property is part of a historic agricultural operation in Cache County, 

Utah. Today the property is managed as an active Cow/Calf operation and 

expands upon an existing 59-acre agricultural easement and agricultural 

protection area to ensure long-term agricultural viability of the whole 

property. Additionally, approximately 97% of the property contains critical 

farmland with 33% being of local importance, 34% being prime farmland, 

and the remaining 30% being farmland of statewide importance. In 

addition to critical farmland, the property has numerous water rights that 

may be encumbered by the conservation easement.  

 

c. Maintains waterways: 

i. This property protects a 3,700 ft riparian corridor and section of the 

Blacksmith Fork River a tributary to the Logan River. Additionally, 

maintaining the property as open space reduces flood impacts and 

maintains critical green infrastructure allowing for the attenuation of 



flooding and mitigating potential downstream impacts to communities. 

The Blacksmith Fork River also contains habitat for Bonneville Cutthroat 

Trout with numerous restoration and connectivity projects occurring 

upstream and downstream of the property. The landowner has also worked 

with several partners including the Utah Department of Agriculture and 

Food and NRCS to minimize and mitigate erosion.  

 

d. Maintains wildlife habitat: 

i. The property contains numerous benefits to wildlife. The Black Smith 

Fork River flows unimpeded directly through the property and contains 

Bonneville Cutthroat Trout and other aquatic species. Additionally, there 

are numerous springs, wetlands, and wet meadows on the property and 

past management has been conducive to migratory birds such as Sandhill 

Cranes and other species. Finally, the property connects two existing 

conservation easement areas and expands upon open space and 

connectivity in a rapidly developing portion of Cache County.  

 

e. Historical significance:  

i. This property represents the rich agricultural heritage and history of Cache 

Valley. The property today was part of the first Mormon Pioneer 

Settlement in 1855. The original fort and corrals were established just to 

the west of the property and the property provided excellent grazing lands 

and resources for construction. The property is also one of the last 

agriculturally viable portions of the original settlement. Protecting this 

property not only protects an active agricultural operation, but the very 

history on which modern day Cache County has been built.  

 

5. Are you proposing to open any portion of the property to public access? 

The subject property is an active cattle ranch with livestock that are moved throughout 

the property on a constant basis. Unfortunately, providing public access to any portion 

of the property may jeopardize the operation and increase the liability/risk to the 

landowner and their livelihood. Therefore, public access is not intended to be provided 

at this time.  

6. Are you working with other organization or agencies that may provide professional 

assistance or potential funding sources (such as NRCS, Bear River Land 

Conservancy, Utah Open Lands, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Utah LeRay 

McAllister Working Farm and Ranch Fund)? 

This project is being facilitated and potentially held or co-held by Bear River Land 

Conservancy. Bear River Land Conservancy has a history of working with the Natural 

Resource Conservation Service and the Utah LeRay McAllister Working Farm and 

Ranch Fund to close conservation easements and intends to submit applications to both 

funding sources. Bear River Land Conservancy will also be assisting with the due 

diligence necessary to complete the project.  







Cache County Development Services Staff Report
April 1, 2024

Project Elkhorn Ranch Phase 2

Applicant Joe Fuhriman and Bear River Land Conservancy

Location 2400 S HWY 165 Nibley

Total Acres 115 +/- 5

Parcels 03-001-0013, 03-001-0014, 03-003-0003, 03-002-001, 03-004-0001,
03-002-0012, 03-004-0002, 03-004-0009

Proposed Use Agriculture Conservation Easement

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
179 North Main, Suite 305 devservices@cachecounty.org

Logan, Utah 84321 (435) 755-1640



Introduction
The Bear River Land Conservancy, acting as agent and on behalf of Joe Fuhriman, has applied to
create a conservation easement over approximately 115 +/—5 acres (the approximate boundary is
shown in orange above). Mr. Fuhriman has secured a conservation easement covering
approximately 60 acres of land within his property (shown as Conservation Easement 03-001-0019
above).

Surrounding Uses

North Farmland with some industrial areas to the northwest.

East SR-165 with farmland with some master plan commercial property

South A conservation easement, farmland, single family housing

West Railroad tracks, industrial, single family housing, and farmland zoned
for multi-family housing.

Purpose of Proposed Conservation Easement
The property has been farmed since 1855 and owned and managed by the Fuhriman family since
1944. In 2003, it was placed under agricultural protection; in 2004, about 59 acres were placed in
an agricultural conservation easement. The proposal is to put the rest of the property in an
agricultural conservation easement to allow it to continue to be farmed.

Evaluation Criteria
The Cache Open Space Advisory Committee (COSAC) created a scoring sheet (attached) to help
evaluate each application. The following are the main sections for review: Protect Scenic Vistas,
Preserve Open Lands Near Valley Gateways, Maintains Agriculture, Maintains Waterways,
Maintains Wildlife Habitat, Allows Public Access, and Distinguishing Factors. Staff has reviewed
the properties and provided the following review for each item. The applicant has commented on
Protection of Scenic Vistas, Maintains Agriculture, Maintain Waterways, Maintains Wildlife
Habitat, and historical significance within their application. It is up to each committee member to
score the property according to their judgment.

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
179 North Main, Suite 305 devservices@cachecounty.org

Logan, Utah 84321 (435) 755-1640



Protect Scenic Vistas
Mr. Fuhriman’s property is adjacent to State
Route 165, with .36 miles of frontage.
According to the Utah Department of
Transportation’s (UDOT) website, the
highway has an Annual Average Daily Traffic
count of 25,000, which has increased yearly.
The property on the east side of the river is
visible from the highway, and large sections
on the west side are also visible from the
highway.

Cache County has a master plan trail
traversing the property and an alternate
alignment traversing the property's border. If
built, these trails would allow more people
access to the vistas provided by this property.

Preserve Open Lands Near Valley
Gateways
This property falls outside the traditional
valley gateways (Wellsville Canyon, Valley
View Highway, and SR 91 at the Idaho/Utah
border) that COSAC has discussed.

Maintain Agriculture
The property is currently being farmed, mainly as an active cow/calf operation. According to the
application, “97% of the property contains critical farmland, with 33% being of local importance,
34% being prime farmland, and the remaining 30% being farmland of statewide importance.” The
property also has “numerous water rights” that allow it to remain farmed. The old historic Elk
Horn Ranch, one of the first settlements by the Mormon Pioneers, was likely in part contained
within this property.

Maintain Waterways
The Blacksmith Fork River traverses the property and contains numerous waterways and wetlands
(see attached map). According to the national wetland inventory, approximately 25 acres of
wetlands are along the Blacksmith Fork River, and an additional 16 acres of wetlands are located
in the western section of the proposed easement. On the site tour held on March 22, 2024, staff
observed that these maps were likely accurate and saw evidence of waterways, wetlands, and
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wetland wildlife, including multiple species of birds, within these property sections. The Black
Smith Fork River measures about .46 miles through the property.

Maintains Wildlife Habitat
The applicant has indicated that the property benefits local wildlife, including “Bonneville
Cutthroat Trout and other aquatic species” within the river. In addition to multiple wetlands, there
is habitat for other wildlife. During the site tour, staff counted at least 15 different species of birds,
including hawks, ducks, cranes, and herings. In addition, a herd of deer frequents the property.
Staff also observed other small animals, including woodchucks. However, with a growing major
highway adjacent to the property, large animals will likely struggle to visit the property in the
coming years.

The western section of the Fuhriman property shows standing water within the pasture area.

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
179 North Main, Suite 305 devservices@cachecounty.org

Logan, Utah 84321 (435) 755-1640



Allows Public Access
The applicant has indicated that they do not wish for any public to have access to their property.
The Cache County Trails and Active Transportation Master Plan, adopted in 2018, outlines a
desired trail running along the Blacksmith Fork River, from the mouth of the Blacksmith Fork
Canyon to the Logan River Trail. This river, along with the proposed trail, crosses the eastern
portion of the Fuhriman’s land. Establishing this trail is a high priority for the county. During the
development of the Trails and Active Transportation Master Plan in 2017, a survey was conducted
to gather community input. The survey garnered 148 online responses, accompanied by over 200
contributions to an online map, and engaged more than 200 people regarding the plan. As part of
the survey, participants were asked to identify visionary trail or active transportation projects they
would like to see completed within the next decade, and extending the trail along the Blacksmith
Fork River in the valley emerged as one of the most frequently suggested projects. (Cache County
Trails & Active Transportation Master Plan)

Recent data underscores Cache County residents' continued strong support for this trail. In the
recent “Guiding Our Growth” survey by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget,
participants were asked to select “Big Ideas” they wish state and local leaders would explore.
Investing in urban trails and trailheads was one option, citing other river and canal trails across the
state as examples. Statewide, this “Big Idea” garnered 72% support, but in Cache County, out of
370 responses, 74% expressed support for increased investment in urban trails. In Cache County,
this concept ranked as the second most supported “Big Idea” in the Open Space and Recreation
category, trailing only half a percentage point behind increased investment in natural-area
recreation areas. (Guiding Our Growth Survey Results- Cache County, Guiding Our Growth
Survey Results- STATEWIDE)

The applicant has raised concerns about allowing the public to access the property, including
people trespassing onto the property, trail location and fencing interfering with moving cattle from
one side of the river to another and other farm operations, people and dogs interfering with cattle, a
loss of privacy, and other impacts. The applicant has stated that there is concern about people
camping on the trail or spreading garbage around the area; however, the other river trail systems in
the valley and most within the state have not had these issues. Staff has recommended that some
of these impacts could be mitigated by installing fencing on both sides of the trail, similar to the
Logan River Trail west of 1000 W.

The imminent development in the surrounding area only increases the necessity of this trail.
Providence City, directly north of the Fuhriman’s land, is planning a new mixed use development
featuring a mix of commercial and high-density residential use. Similarly, Nibley is planning a
town center comparable to the South. The proposed trail would be a vital active transportation link
between these upcoming destinations. Additionally, Millville anticipates the establishment of a
new commercial district to the east along the highway, while to the west, Logan is advancing
several high-density residential projects. The trail would also connect to Stokes Nature Center’s
new facility and existing trail networks in Logan, Nibley, and Providence.

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
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The four cities and the county recognize the need for this trail, and UDOT has also prioritized it.
The trail segment from Ridgeline High School to the Logan Soccer Complex has been classified as
tier one in the Utah Trail Network Priority projects. This is significant because it means that if
Cache County secures the necessary land to complete this trail segment, UDOT will cover the
costs of design, engineering, and construction. The other necessary landowners north and south of
the Fuhriman’s have agreed to support the trail's construction. Since Fuhrimans has indicated
opposition to allowing a trail along the river within his property, there is an acceptable alternative
of cutting east to the UDOT right-of-way (see attached map). However, this would require the
Fuhriman’s not to protest using an old road parcel currently held by Millville. If the County can
find a workable trail alignment through or around the Fuhriman’s land, Cache County will gain
nearly two miles of urban trail, facilitating connections to schools, parks, businesses, and present
and future residences without requiring local funds.

Staff would generally recommend that:

1. Any conservation easement does not prohibit a future trail expansion along the river.
2. The property owner agrees that he or his successor will not contest the

County’s/Millville's ability to put a trail within the old right-of-way property.

Distinguishing Factors
The property has some historic significance. The applicant stated, “The property today was part of
the First Mormon Pioneer Settlement in 1855. The original fort and corrals were established just to
the west of the property, and the property provided excellent grazing lands and construction
resources.”

Partnering Organizations
The property owner has partnered with Bear River Land Conservancy, which will hold or co-hold
the easement. According to the application, the Bear River Land Conservancy “has a history of
working with Natural Resource Conservation Service and the Utah LeRay McAllister Working
Farm and Ranch Fund.” At the last meeting on March 4, 2024, the agent indicated they planned to
apply with these organizations to secure additional funds.

Next Steps
COSAC is a recomendation body for the County Council. At this meeting, COSAC can
recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the open space application. This
application will then be sent to the next County Council meeting. COSAC may also continue the
item to the next meeting. Staff would recommend that each COSAC member fill out the scoring
sheet and come prepared to discuss a possible recommendation.
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Elkhorn Open Space Ag. Protection Areas

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Ag. Protection Areas 300 FT Buffer

Ag. Protection Areas

Conservation Easements

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 1:29:48 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Elkhorn Open Space Wetlands and Waterways

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Water Bodies

Major Waterways

Wetlands (NWI)

Conservation Easements

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 12:04:10 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Elkhorn Open Space NCRS Farm Land

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

NRCS Soils Farmland

Not Classified

Farmland Of Local Importance

Farmland Of Statewide Importance

Prime Farmland If Irrigated

Conservation Easements

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 1:25:08 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Elkhorn Open Space Zoning

Maxar

Override 1

Wellsville Zoning

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL - NC

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL - C1 - C2

GENERAL COMMERCIAL - GC

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL - CH

MANUFACTURING

RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURE - 5 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL - 1 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL- 1/2 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL - 12,000 SF

RESIDENTIAL - MULTIFAMILY

RECREATIONAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT

RESIDENTIAL CRITICAL AREA

FOREST RECREATION - 40 ACRE

Trenton Zoning

AGRICULTURAL

COMMERCIAL C1

COMMERCIAL C2

PARK

RESIDENTIAL

Smithfield Zoning

PUD OVERLAY

MIXED USE OVERLAY

AGRICULTURAL - A-3

AGRICULTURAL - A-5

AGRICULTURAL - A-10

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT - CB

COMMERCIAL PROFESSIONAL

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL - CC

GENERAL COMMERCIAL - GC

INSTITUTIONAL - I-1

MANUFACTURING - M1

MULTIPLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL - RM

RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL - RA-1

RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL - RA-2

RESIDENTIAL R-1-10

RESIDENTIAL R-1-12

RESIDENTIAL R-1-20

MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY - MPC

River Heights Zoning

AGRICULTURAL - AG

COMMERCIAL - C

COMMERCIAL

PARK - PR

MIXED USE - MU

HISTORIC

RESIDENTIAL - R-1-8

RESIDENTIAL - R-1-10

RESIDENTIAL - R-1-12

Richmond Zoning

AGRICULTURAL A-10

AGRICULTURAL A-5

CENTRAL BUSINESS

PLANNED

HIGHWAY

3/26/2024, 1:12:43 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Elkhorn Open Space Trail Master Plan

Maxar

Override 1

DNR Partner Walk-in Access & Conservation Properties

DNR Partner Walk-in Access

Strava & Favorite Cycling Routes

Strava Logo

Parks

Trails

Hiking

Single Track (Bikes)

Paved Trails (Pathways)

Urban Trails (Sidewalks)

ATV/ OHV

Canoe Trail

Bike Route Signs

Official/ Unofficial Trailheads

Activity Areas

Bench

Bench/ Look Out

Boat Launch

Campground

Parking

Pavilion

Picnic Area

Restrooms

Summer Home Sites

Ski Area

Cache Bikeways Near Term/ Long Term Recommendations

Proposed Sharrows

Proposed Bike Lanes

Parking Restrictions – Side Specific

Bike Lanes

Proposed Advisory Bike Lanes

Parking on Gravel Shoulder Only

Proposed Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Buffered Bike Lanes

Paved Trail

Proposed Paved Trail

Sharrows

Trails Master Plan Future

Arterial Street Trail

Sidewalk Trail

3/26/2024, 1:14:38 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services

snelson
PolyLine

snelson
Callout
Alternate Trail Alignment 





3/28/24, 1:47 PM Cache County Corp. Mail - Open Space Review

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=76ba839df3&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1792812891931455269&simpl=msg-f:1792812891931455269 1/1

Stephen Nelson <stephen.nelson@cachecounty.gov>

Open Space Review
Corey Twedt <ctwedt@gmail.com> Wed, Mar 6, 2024 at 2:13 PM
To: Stephen Nelson <stephen.nelson@cachecounty.gov>

Thank you Stephen. I will take a look at this and pass it along to my Council. I appreciate you sending it our way. 

Just one comment that is immediately on my mind. I met with the consultant hired by the County to design the trail that
would run from Ridgeline High School to 1700 South. The current design has the trail along the highway for much of that
route because the Fuhrimans don't want it going through their property. I love walking on trails, but would likely never use
one that is so close to the highway. I don't know very much about how these open space agreements work, but it would
seem like a good opportunity for the County to push for a more desirable trail location if the request were to be granted.
Just a thought for your consideration. 

Thanks

On Wed, Mar 6, 2024 at 11:40 AM Stephen Nelson <stephen.nelson@cachecounty.gov> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]

--

Corey Twedt
City Recorder

office: 435.750.0924
mobile: 435.881.2669
web: millvillecity.org

mailto:stephen.nelson@cachecounty.gov
mailto:stephen.nelson@cachecounty.gov
http://millvillecity.org/


COSAC Open Space Application Evaluation
Each advisory committee member scores each criterion, and then the total scores are averaged. It is
anticipated that projects will not score in every category. The scoring on this sheet represents the opinion
of each committee member. These scores are for evaluation and ranking purposes only, are non-binding,
and are to help make recommendations to the applicant and County Council for their final determination.
The final recommendation and consideration may include additional factors, such as economic value, cost,
and other funding sources.

Points Possible Score Given

PROTECT SCENIC VISTAS
The location is along major corridors

a. Major state highways
b. Minor state highways
c. Major county roadways
d. Visibility

e. Traffic counts

f. Foothills

15

PRESERVE OPEN LANDS NEAR VALLEY GATEWAYS
The location is seen from major gateways

a. View from entry way into the valley at the mouth
of Wellsville Canyon or the transit through Wellsville
Canyon
b. First full view of the valley along Highway 30
heading east from Box Elder county (roughly 1.2 miles
from county border)
c. View from Highway 89 heading west from Logan
canyon, just before the road drops down around the USU
campus (roughly at 900 E.)
d. View from Highway 91 just south of the Idaho
border.
e. View from Highway 91 north of Smithfield
where the road traverses the side of Crow Mountain
f. View from the rise along Highway 165 just
north of Hyrum;
g. View from the visitor center at the American
West Heritage Center

15



MAINTAINS AGRICULTURE
Land evaluation components and other considerations

a. Soil Productivity Index (SPI)
b. Land Capability Index (LCI)
c. Size of Parcel
d. Commercial farm activity
e. Proximity to protected lands (APA's & CE's)
f. Canals/ Laterals
g. Century Farm Dedication

15

MAINTAINS WATERWAYS
The following will be included in consideration

a. Floodplain
b. Wetlands
c. Major Waterways
d. Waterbodies
e. Springs

15

MAINTAINS WILDLIFE HABITAT
The following will be included in consideration

a. Important Habitat Areas
b. Wildland-Urban Interface
c. Migratory Bird Production Area
d. Deer & Elk Migration Corridors
e. Mule Deer Habitat
g. Deer & Elk Winter Range
h. Fish Habitat

15

ALLOWS PUBLIC ACCESS
Please see the COSAC Trail Application for trail only
projects.

The following will be considered when scoring:
a. A trail easement will be included in the project
b. The project allows for another form of broad
public access

15

DISTINGUISHING FACTORS
Other factors including uniqueness, historic value, urgency,
irreplaceability.

10

TOTAL 100



















































































Cache County Development Services Staff Report
April 1, 2024

Project Cooper

Applicant Clair Cooper

Location Wellsville and Mt Sterling

Total Acres 180 (Wellsville 20.14 Acres, Mt. Sterling 160 Acres)

Parcels 10-041-0001, 10-016-0012, 10-055-0003

Proposed Use Agriculture Conservation Easement

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
179 North Main, Suite 305 devservices@cachecounty.org

Logan, Utah 84321 (435) 755-1640



Introduction
The property owner has applied for three parcels for conservation funds. Two parcels are located
adjacent US 89/91 within Wellsville, then a large 160 acre parcel is located on bench near the old
Sardine Canyon roadway. The property located within Wellsville is currently being farm while the
property in Mt. Sterling is also being proposed as farmland and also contains forest areas.

Surrounding Uses (Wellsville)

North Farmland and single family development

East US-89/91 and farmland

South US-89/91 and farmland

West Park and single family development

Surrounding Uses (Mt. Sterling)

North Wilderness and Mountains

East Farmland and ag. protection areas

South Farmland, ag. protection areas, and wilderness

West Wilderness and farmland.

Purpose of Proposed Conservation Easement
The applicant has proposed to apply a conservation easement on listed properties. The properties
within Wellsville are currently being farmed. The property in the Mt. Sterling area is also proposed
for agricultural conservation, however, there are quite bit of steep slopes and wilderness area (see
the attached map). There is a spring on the Mt. Sterling Property and water access and rights with
Wellsville Property.

Evaluation Criteria
The Cache Open Space Advisory Committee (COSAC) created a scoring sheet (attached) to help
evaluate each application. The following are the main sections for review: Protect Scenic Vistas,

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
179 North Main, Suite 305 devservices@cachecounty.org

Logan, Utah 84321 (435) 755-1640



Preserve Open Lands Near Valley Gateways, Maintains Agriculture, Maintains Waterways,
Maintains Wildlife Habitat, Allows Public Access, and Distinguishing Factors. Staff has reviewed
the properties and provided the following review for each item.

Protect Scenic Vistas
Wellsville Property: The 20 acres are located along the US 89/91 within Wellsville. There is an
Average Annual Daily Traffic count around 20,000 vehicles a day. There is also a master plan
UDOT trail along the highway.

Mt. Sterling: This property is located on the western bench of the valley, though it is not located
near any major or minor roadways.

Preserve Open Lands Near Valley Gateways
Wellsville Property: These two properties are located within the Wellsville Canyon Gateway as
reviewed by COSAC. These properties have .2 miles of frontage along US 89/91.

Sterling Property: This property does not fall within the gateway areas (Wellsville Canyon,
Valley View Highway, SR-91 Idaho/Utah Border).

Maintain Agriculture
Wellsville Property: These properties are currently being farmed for “Grazing, Hay, Grain,
Pasture” according to the application. There is a canal and water access within this property. There
is a type of conservation easement on it, but it identified as a "Trust Deed" with the Utah
Department of Agriculture and the Utah Soil Conservation Commission that applies to both
10-041-0001 and 10-016-0012 (attached) and it may include the three parcels divided off of
10-041-0001. 10-041-001 is a remainder parcel that was further split without a subdivision
amendments. This property is within Wellsville and their code would govern weather it could be
further developed.
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Mt. Sterling Property: This property is also currently being farmed for ““Grazing, Hay, Grain,
Pasture” according to the application. However, a large section of the property is occupied by 20%
and 30%< slope. This would limit its function as farm land. There is a spring on the property with
Cooper Family holding the rights to the water of that spring. By County code, under current zoning
it is likely that there could only be a seasonal cabin developed on the property with most of
property being restricted from development due to the steep slopes.

Maintain Waterways
Wellsville Property: There is no natural waterways on the property, but there the Hawbush Canal
that goes through the property. No known wetlands are on the property (see attached map).

Mt. Sterling Property: There is a natural spring and relatively small wetland area around the
spring (see attached map).

Maintains Wildlife Habitat
Wellsville Property: The applicant has not indicated any wildlife within this property.

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
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Mt. Sterling Property: The applicant has not indicated any wildlife, other than he does allow
hunters to hunt on the property. This parcel is also contain within Wildland Urban Interface (see
attached map). This area is defined as “the zone of transition between unoccupied land and human
development. It is the line, area or zone where structures and other human development meet or
intermingle with undeveloped wildland or gegetative fuels” (U.S. Fire Administration).

Allows Public Access
The applicant has indicated, “Possibly, we currently allow hunting by permission.”
Wellsville Property: A trail is planned along Highway 89/91. This proposed trail appears in the
County's Trails and Active Transportation Plan, Wellsville's Trails and Active Transportation Plan,
Tier 3 of the Utah Trail Network, and has been prioritized in the ongoing US-89/91 Corridor Study.
At the time of this writing, staff doesn’t know what side of the highway the trail is planned to be
placed. Staff would want to know if there is any need for additional easements for the master plan
trail before a recommendation is made and is looking into it.

Mt. Sterling Property: There are a couple of primitive planed trails within this property with the
Wellsville Master Plan. Staff would recommend that if this application is approved, that it is
conditioned on securing easements to access the master plan trails on the property.

Distinguishing Factors
Wellsville Property: Staff is currently unaware of additional factors for consideration.

Mt. Sterling Property: Staff is currently unaware of additional factors for consideration.

Partnering Organizations
As of the time of this report, there are no additional partnering organizations. Staff has sent the
application to Wellsville for their review and feedback.

Next Steps
COSAC is a recomendation body for the County Council. At this meeting, COSAC can
recommend approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the open space application. This
application will then be sent to the next County Council meeting. COSAC may also continue the
item to the next meeting. However, since this is a first review of the application, staff would not
recommend that COSAC make a recommendation durning this meeting until more time can be
spent to review the application, including a site visit to the properties.

Development Services Department www.cachecounty.org/devserv
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Cooper Mt. Sterling Parcels

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:33:35 PM
0 0.45 0.90.23 mi

0 0.7 1.40.35 km

1:36,112

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling Trails

Maxar

Override 1

DNR Partner Walk-in Access & Conservation Properties

DNR Partner Walk-in Access

Strava & Favorite Cycling Routes

Strava Logo

Parks

Trails

Hiking

Single Track (Bikes)

Paved Trails (Pathways)

Urban Trails (Sidewalks)

ATV/ OHV

Canoe Trail

Bike Route Signs

Official/ Unofficial Trailheads

Activity Areas

Bench

Bench/ Look Out

Boat Launch

Campground

Parking

Pavilion

Picnic Area

Restrooms

Summer Home Sites

Ski Area

Cache Bikeways Near Term/ Long Term Recommendations

Proposed Sharrows

Proposed Bike Lanes

Parking Restrictions – Side Specific

Bike Lanes

Proposed Advisory Bike Lanes

Parking on Gravel Shoulder Only

Proposed Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Buffered Bike Lanes

Paved Trail

Proposed Paved Trail

Sharrows

Trails Master Plan Future

Arterial Street Trail

Sidewalk Trail

Quiet Street

Bike Lane

3/26/2024, 4:44:57 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling Zoning

Maxar

Override 1

County Zoning Base Districts

A10: Agriculture 10 acres

C: Commercial

FR40: Forest Recreation 40 acres

I: Industrial

RR: Resort Recreation

RU-2: Rural - 2 Zoning District

RU-5: Rural- 5 Zoning District

County Zoning Overlay Districts

Mineral Extraction and Excavation Overlay (ME)

Public Infrastructure Overlay (PI)

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:43:52 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling NCRS and Ag. Protection

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

NRCS Soils Farmland

Not Classified

Farmland Of Local Importance

Farmland Of Statewide Importance

Prime Farmland If Irrigated

Ag. Protection Areas 300 FT Buffer

Ag. Protection Areas

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:35:06 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling Slopes

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

> 30%

< 20% to 30%

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:41:42 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling Wetlands and Waterways

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Wetlands (NWI)

Canals/Laterals

Water Bodies

Major Waterways

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:39:33 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Mt. Sterling Wildland Urban Interface

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Wildland-Urban Interface

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:36:39 PM
0 0.2 0.40.1 mi

0 0.35 0.70.17 km

1:18,056

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Wellsville NCRS Farmland

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

NRCS Soils Farmland

Not Classified

Farmland Of Local Importance

Farmland Of Statewide Importance

Prime Farmland If Irrigated

Ag. Protection Areas 300 FT Buffer

Ag. Protection Areas

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:28:19 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Wellsville Parcels

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:31:25 PM
0 0.06 0.110.03 mi

0 0.09 0.180.04 km

1:4,514

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services





Cooper Wellsville Trails and Parks

Maxar

Override 1

DNR Partner Walk-in Access & Conservation Properties

DNR Partner Walk-in Access

Strava & Favorite Cycling Routes

Strava Logo

Parks

Trails

Hiking

Single Track (Bikes)

Paved Trails (Pathways)

Urban Trails (Sidewalks)

ATV/ OHV

Canoe Trail

Bike Route Signs

Official/ Unofficial Trailheads

Activity Areas

Bench

Bench/ Look Out

Boat Launch

Campground

Parking

Pavilion

Picnic Area

Restrooms

Summer Home Sites

Ski Area

Cache Bikeways Near Term/ Long Term Recommendations

Proposed Sharrows

Proposed Bike Lanes

Parking Restrictions – Side Specific

Bike Lanes

Proposed Advisory Bike Lanes

Parking on Gravel Shoulder Only

Proposed Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Bike Lane Up / Sharrows Down

Buffered Bike Lanes

Paved Trail

Proposed Paved Trail

Sharrows

Trails Master Plan Future

Arterial Street Trail

Sidewalk Trail

3/26/2024, 4:29:56 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Wellsville Waterways

Maxar

Override 1

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Canals/Laterals

Springs National Hydrology Dataset

Water Bodies

Major Waterways

Wetlands (NWI)

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:26:30 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office
Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services



Cooper Wellsville Zoning

Maxar

Override 1

Wellsville Zoning

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL - NC

COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL - C1 - C2

GENERAL COMMERCIAL - GC

HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL - CH

MANUFACTURING

RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURE - 5 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL - 1 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL- 1/2 ACRE

RESIDENTIAL - 12,000 SF

RESIDENTIAL - MULTIFAMILY

RECREATIONAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT

RESIDENTIAL CRITICAL AREA

FOREST RECREATION - 40 ACRE

County Zoning Base Districts

A10: Agriculture 10 acres

C: Commercial

FR40: Forest Recreation 40 acres

I: Industrial

RR: Resort Recreation

RU-2: Rural - 2 Zoning District

RU-5: Rural- 5 Zoning District

County Zoning Overlay Districts

Mineral Extraction and Excavation Overlay (ME)

Public Infrastructure Overlay (PI)

Class B Surface Type

ASPHALT

GRAVEL

DIRT

Municipal Boundaries

County Boundary

Cache Parcels

3/26/2024, 4:48:07 PM
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028

Authorized Use: Cache County Development Services Office

Authorized Use: GIS Division/ Development Services
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COSAC Open Space Application Evaluation
Each advisory committee member scores each criterion, and then the total scores are averaged. It is
anticipated that projects will not score in every category. The scoring on this sheet represents the opinion
of each committee member. These scores are for evaluation and ranking purposes only, are non-binding,
and are to help make recommendations to the applicant and County Council for their final determination.
The final recommendation and consideration may include additional factors, such as economic value, cost,
and other funding sources.

Points Possible Score Given

PROTECT SCENIC VISTAS
The location is along major corridors

a. Major state highways
b. Minor state highways
c. Major county roadways
d. Visibility

e. Traffic counts

f. Foothills

15

PRESERVE OPEN LANDS NEAR VALLEY GATEWAYS
The location is seen from major gateways

a. View from entry way into the valley at the mouth
of Wellsville Canyon or the transit through Wellsville
Canyon
b. First full view of the valley along Highway 30
heading east from Box Elder county (roughly 1.2 miles
from county border)
c. View from Highway 89 heading west from Logan
canyon, just before the road drops down around the USU
campus (roughly at 900 E.)
d. View from Highway 91 just south of the Idaho
border.
e. View from Highway 91 north of Smithfield
where the road traverses the side of Crow Mountain
f. View from the rise along Highway 165 just
north of Hyrum;
g. View from the visitor center at the American
West Heritage Center

15



MAINTAINS AGRICULTURE
Land evaluation components and other considerations

a. Soil Productivity Index (SPI)
b. Land Capability Index (LCI)
c. Size of Parcel
d. Commercial farm activity
e. Proximity to protected lands (APA's & CE's)
f. Canals/ Laterals
g. Century Farm Dedication

15

MAINTAINS WATERWAYS
The following will be included in consideration

a. Floodplain
b. Wetlands
c. Major Waterways
d. Waterbodies
e. Springs

15

MAINTAINS WILDLIFE HABITAT
The following will be included in consideration

a. Important Habitat Areas
b. Wildland-Urban Interface
c. Migratory Bird Production Area
d. Deer & Elk Migration Corridors
e. Mule Deer Habitat
g. Deer & Elk Winter Range
h. Fish Habitat

15

ALLOWS PUBLIC ACCESS
Please see the COSAC Trail Application for trail only
projects.

The following will be considered when scoring:
a. A trail easement will be included in the project
b. The project allows for another form of broad
public access

15

DISTINGUISHING FACTORS
Other factors including uniqueness, historic value, urgency,
irreplaceability.

10

TOTAL 100


