Sheriff D. Chad Jensen
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Welcome to the Cache County Sheriff's Office Annual Report. It is my privilege
to present an overview of the dedication and hard work of our deputies and staff
over the past year.

| want to express my gratitude to all Cache County Sheriff's Office employees for their compassion, dedi-
cation, and the sacrifices they make every day. It is their commitment that allows us to keep our commu-
nity safe.

To the citizens of our county, thank you for your overwhelming support of our office and law enforcement
in general. Our success depends on the cooperation, communication, and partnerships we cultivate with-
in the community. We are all safer when we work together.

The role of a sheriff's deputy is dynamic and challenging. The ever -changing landscape of new laws, POST
rules, training requirements, and shifting community demographics continually influences how we deliver

public safety across our county. The resilience and commitment of our deputies allow us to adapt and ef-
fectively serve our community.

Ensuring school safety and protecting our children has always been a top priority for both our county and

state. This year, in response to hew state mandates and community concerns, Cache County has taken
proactive steps by establishing a new position withi
This officer collaborates daily with our school districts to coordinate policies, training, response plans, and
assessments for every school, ensuring the safety of our children.

We have closely partnered with the school district and have increased our contract to provide additional
School Resource Officers (SROs). We now have deputies assigned to cover all schools in the Cache Dis-
trict, as well as charter schools.

As your Sheriff's Office, our priority is to continuously improve, stay ahead of new legislation, listen to public

concerns, and educate our staff to provide the high level of public safety that our community expects
and deserves.
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On January 24, 2023, an employee of the Cache Count
and alone at home. Throughout the day, this individual had been in contact with friends, familyscarg odf

workers via text messages. However, they sent one very concerning message and then stopped responding to all

texts and calls.

Recognizing the situation, Sergeant Butler and Deputies Allen, Byington, and Bos took it upon them-
selves to check ontheirewor ker . They responded to the individ
were facing a serious medical emergency.

The deputies did everything they could to assist theiwwadker and friend. Their commitment to recognizing and

responding to someone in distress ensured that this individual received the medical care they needed, likely saving
their life.
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On March 1, 2023, Deputy Lucas and Nurse Jenkins noticed an inmate behaving strangely. Before they
could transport him to the hospital, he began to have a seizure. Deputies and medical personnel re-
sponded immediately, providing oxygen and protecting the inmate's head to prevent injury from hitting
the walls or floor during the seizure.

During this incident, the inmate lost consciousness and stopped breathing. Deputies Edvalson and Lucas, along with
nurses Jenkins and Oliva, administered CPR until the inmate began to breathe on his own. They recognized that the
inmate was exhibiting symptoms consistent with an opiate overdose and administered Naloxone. Shortly after this

intervention, the inmate regained consciousness and stabilized.
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On November 11, 2022, an inmate was arrested in connection with a serious criminal case. Unbeknownst to the jai
staff, this individual was deeply depressed and had thoughts -tfeseif The new criminal charges significantly
impacted his mental state, leaving him feeling embarrassed, mentally unwell, and ashamed. When jail and medical
staff screened him for suicidal ideations, he insisted that he was fine and had no thoughts of suicide.

Shortly after being booked into the jail, the inmate was permitted to use the booking restroom. After a brief period,
Deputy Byington noticed that the inmate was unresponsive and found him kneeling in front of the toilet. The individ-
ual's face had turned blue, and he had along-sleeve shirt tied tightly around his neck.

Deputy Byington acted quickly to remove the shirt from the inmate's neck. Once freed, the inmate's color began to
return, and he received the urgent medical and mental health care he needed. Had it not been for Deputy Byington
swift actions, this individual could have successfully taken his own life. There is no doubt that he is alive today be-
cause of Deputy Byington's intervention.
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On March 3, 2023, deputies received a report about a male individual attempting to break into a home. The suspec
had shattered a basement window and entered the house. Deputy Clark observed a male through the window who
was covered in blood. Since the homeowner and their family were still inside, deputies decided to kick in the front
door and enter the home.

As deputies were entering, the suspect fled through the broken window. They apprehended the suspect and began
administering medical treatment for his deep lacerations. The deputies applied a tourniquet to his severely bleedinc
arm and provided other lifesaving first aid. The suspect, who was only wearing sweatpants, was also given a hypo-
thermia blanket to keep him warm until paramedics arrived.

Later, the emergency room doctors stated that the suspect might have survived only a few more minutes if the blee
ing had not been controlled. The deputies did an excellent job responding to a dangerous and volatile situation, pot
tially saving the suspect's life as well as the lives of the family involved.
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Deputy Edvalson serves as the classification deputy at the jail, a crucial role in maintaining the safety and security of
both staff and inmate&ny errors in the classification process can impact physical safety and expose the
County to liability.

With a keen attention to detail, Deputy Edvalson collaborates closely wihtgrsecurity staff, medical personnel,
and other correctional facilities to ensure that inmates are classified accurately. Her work quality has been excep-
tional, which led to her being assigned a significant task in August 2022.

This task involved a Level 1 search of the Cache County Jail, the most intrusive search the staff can conduct. It re-
quired extensive staff involvement and typically includes several specialized teams, such as the SERT Team, the
Gang Team, KO deputies, partnering agencies, and additionalléinel staff. The search lasted nearly 24 hours and
uncovered numerous items of contraband, including some deadly weapons, ultimately making the jail a much safer
environment. Deputy Edvalson led this operation with flearless execution, earning her great respect from both
supervisors and colleagues.

Additionally, Deputy Edvalson frequently collaborates with the drug task force to address issues related to danger-
ous drugs brought into the jail by female arrestees. She regularly volunteers to assist all shifts in searching female
arrestees entering the facility. Moreover, she works with the Sheriff's Office Gang Task Force to gather intelligence
on gang activity, contributing to the safety of both the jail and the community.
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Deputy Mark Fishburn is the kind of employee everyone knows; if you want something done right, you ask him to do
it. For over three years, he has managed the inmate and jail supplies, ensuring that our facility is equipped with all the
necessities for more than 300 residents every day. This role is not onlgaimseming but also physically demand-

ing. However, Deputy Fishburn embraces this challenge, continuously seeking ways to improve the program and en-
hance efficiency and organization.

His proactive planning and attention to emergency preparedness proved invaluable during the supply chain issues
that arose during the 2020 pandemic. Without his dedication, the jail could have faced significant difficulties. Deputy
Fishburn is committed to ensuring that our tax dollars are spent wisely, carefully verifying that each purchased item
is of high quality and reasonably priced.

In addition to managing supplfesa task that could easily take up all of his inieeputy Fishburn also fulfills line

level duties and volunteers for new assignments and projects. This past year, he took the initiative to clean, paint, and
label the jail's walls, floors, and doors. He also revamped what the jail refers to as a "crash cart," which holds the sup-
plies needed for deputies to respond quickly to emergencies.




W! L[ 5L:
5SLJziié@ 5dzy Ol y

Over the past year, Deputy Wright has served as the Inmate Programs Deputy. In this role, he has achieved signifi-
cant success in building strong relationships with the citizens of Cache County and the volunteers who provide ess:
tial programming for inmates.

This position involves developing and maintaining solid partnerships with local volunteers, religious organizations,
educational institutions, and various Amofit organizations that offer services to inmates. Deputy Wright tailors the
inmate programming schedule to meet each inmate's unique needs and requirements. Creating this schedule requi
intense focus and diligent work for its development, maintenance, and managemsotk&ws, supervisors, and

inmates frequently commend Deputy Wright for his empathy, helpfulness, kindness, and expertise.

He has been actively involved with the Cache County School District, facilitating numerous opportunities for high
school students to participate in the jail's Project Reality program. Project Reality is an educational initiative that ha
received high praise from both participating students and educators, who recognize its inherent value. Inmates alsc
gain a sense of worth and validation by sharing their stories with the younger generation, encouraging them to choc
a different path in life.

In 2022, Deputy Wright was honored with the Adult Education Association of Utah's Community Partner of the Yeal
Award and received several letters of thanks and appreciation from students and schools throughout Cache Valley.
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Deputy Senicca Holt has consistently demonstrated strong leadership abilities. In early 2022, she was part of the
team that apprehended a suspect in an armed robbery and provided lifesaving care to the individual.

As a member of the Peer Support team, Deputy Holt regularly reaches out to colleagues in need. She has recent
completed her training to become certified in Negotiations for SWAT, a skill that proved invaluable when she re-
sponded to a peer in crisis. This individual was intoxicated, armed with a handgun, and expressed intentions to el
their life. Deputy Holt showed treompassion and empathy needed to help this person see beyond their
immediate circumstances.

This year has brought significant changes to Deputy Holt's career, including her new role as a NOVA instructor fo
fifth-grade elementary classes and her position as the primary School Resource Officer (SRO) for the alternative
school within the Cache County School District.

Deputy Holt has shown leadership from the front lines and has actively engaged in several sensitive areas of our
department. She continuously strives to acquire new skills, takes on new challenges, and excels in her endeavor:
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Deputy Doug Thorson joined the Investigations Unit in 2019 and has since embraced various roles, significantly con-
tributing to the Investigations Division with his knowledge and experience. Doug is skilled in investigating a wide
range of crimes, from financial offenses to homicide cases. Additionally, when our office became more involved with
the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) initiative, he volunteered to take on those cases.

Few employees at the Cache County Sheriff's Office possess the same level of experience as Doug. However, he re-
mains humble and is always willing to share his expertise to help others improve. He is an active instructor for the
Sheriff's Office, a Peer Support team member, and a fantastic team player.

Mark Esper once said, "Stay focused on your mission, remain steadfast in your pursuit of excellence, and always do
the right thing." Detective Thorson truly embodies this statement, and the Investigations Unit is better off because of
his service.
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KellyAnne Leavitt has been a vital member of the Cache County Sheriff's Office Investigations Unit since early

2019. Throughout her time in this role, she has taken on various responsibilities and has become an integral part of
the division.

From the outset, KellyAnne fully embraced her position, providing invaluable support to the detectives. She has as-
sisted with warrant services and the related documentation, as well as with evidence documentation and submission.
KellyAnne has ensured that interview recordings are completed and accessible for submission, aided in the transcrip-
tion of reports, managed duties related to the Sex Offender Registry, and most recently, has become the BCI TAC
for the Sheriff-s Office.

In addition to her operational duties, KellyAnne actively seeks ways to maintain high morale among the detectives.
She organizes activities for the team and looks out for theirheetly on a daily basis. She offers emotional support
during challenging times and takes many-ggtfated actions that significantly enhance the environment within the
Investigations Unit. Her enthusiasm for her responsibilities has earned her the respect of her colleagues and solidified
her role as a valued team member.
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Detective Tyson Nielsen has been a part of the Cache/Rich Drug Task Force for the past two years, representing
the Sheriff's Office with excellence. He embraced his role with enthusiasm, improving relationships with fellow

task force members and establishing Kemfing connections with various agencies. His hard work and dedication
to the job have earned him numerous accolades from the LCPD administration.

Thanks to his efforts, several significant drug seizures have taken place. One notable operation involved a raid on
a large group of homes and outbuildings in Logan. During this raid, not only were drugs seized, but a child was
also discovered living in horrific conditions. Thanks to Detective Nielsen's involvement, the child was removed
from those conditions and placed in a safer environment.
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On January 3, 2023, at approximately 1:00 AM, Deputy Price was assigned to a call concerning a suicidal juveni
who was planning to drive off a cliff in Logan Canyon. While searching for the vehicle in Logan Canyon, Deputy
Meza observed a car speeding east toward Garden City and attempted to initiate a traffic stop; however, the veh
cle continued to flee.

As the acting Officer in Charge (OIC), Deputy Atwood recognized the potential danger of pursuing a suicidal driv
er through the dark, snowy canyon and decided to call off the pursuit. Deputy Meza terminated the chase, hoping
this would encourage the driver to slow down and prevent a crash.

Concerned that the subject might have entered Rich County, Deputy Atwood requested assistance from Rich
County; however, they were unable to respond. He then instructed Deputy Meza to continue searching for the ve
hicle in Rich County. Shortly thereafter, Deputy Meza located the subject's vehicle, which was stuck in a snow
embankment. The driver was roampliant, refusing to exit the vehicle and locking themselves inside.

After Deputy Price arrived to assist, the deputies breached the window of the vehicle, allowing them to safely ex-
tract the subject.

These deputies deserve commendation for their courageous actions. Deputy Atwood demonstrated strong leade
ship and extraordinary decisionaking. Deputy Meza exhibited quick thinking in a higgeed, higfstress situa-

tion and showed determination in locating the juvenile. Deputy Price recognized the urgency of the situation and
made the critical decision to break the window to ensure the driver received the medical attention they needed.
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On April 19, 2022, Deputies Todd Higbee, Skyler Jensen, and Senicca Holt played a crucial role in apprehendint
an armed robbery suspect. This incident involved a police pursuit, an -afficdved shooting, and the provision
of lifesaving care to the suspect.

While on patrol, the deputies received a call regarding an armed home invasion robbery. The suspect had entere
residence armed with a rifle and stolen the homeoyv
ties, who initiated a pursuit.

The chase ended at a deawt road, where the suspect exited the vehicle while still armed with the rifle. To neu-
tralize the threat to the community, officers fired at the suspect. After the suspect was down but still in possessio
of the rifle, Deputies Higbee, Jensen, and Holt formed a team, moved in to secure the individual, and provided
emergency medical treatment until medical personnel arrived.
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On April 19, 2022, Sergeant Tim Ramirez led his team in the apprehension of an armed robbery suspect. This inci-
dent involved a pursuit, an officémvolved shooting, and the provision of lifesaving care to the suspect.

The situation began with a call about an armed home invasion robbery. The suspect had entered a house armed with
rifle and stolen the homeowner's minivan. Deputies later spotted the stolen vehicle and initiated a pursuit. Sergeant
Ramirez provided clear guidelines for the other responding deputies to ensure a successful interdiction.

When the pursuit ended on a desadl road, the suspect lunged from the vehicle, still armed with the rifle. Recogniz-
ing the immediate danger to the citizens of the county, Sergeant Ramirez responded with gunfire.

Afterward, Sergeant Ramirez and the other deputies approached the suspect and administered emergency medical
treatment until medical units arrived.
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Deputy Mike Richardson played a crucial role in apprehending an armed robbery suspect. This incident included a
pursuit, an officeiinvolved shooting, and the provision of lifesaving care to the offender.

While on patrol, Deputy Richardson received radio reports about an armed home invasion robbery that had just oc-
curred. The suspect, armed with a rifle, had entered a house and stolen the homeowner's minivan. Shortly thereafter,
deputies located the stolen vehicle and initiated a pursuit.

The chase ended on a dirt road near a residence. Understanding the potential danger to the homeowners, Deputy
Richardson deliberately positioned his vehicle between the suspect and the house. This courageous act placed him in
a perilous situation, especially since the suspect had already fired at others.

Afterward, Deputy Richardson assisted fellow deputies in providing lifesaving medical care to the offender until par-
amedics arrived. As outlined in the mission statement of the Cache County Sheriff's Office, one of the primary re-
sponsibilities is to protect the community. Deputy Richardson's actions exemplified his commitment to fulfilling this
mission and demonstrated the highest standards of law enforcement in safeguarding lives.







